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FROM THE SUPERVISOR Don Tillema 

Let’s Talk Taxes 
It is that time of year again for you to receive another tax bill. 
As you may or may not know, Byron Township is one of the 
fastest growing townships in West Michigan. Along with that, 
we also have a lot of growing pains. The school system keeps 
growing and running out of room. Traffic has increased over 
the years to where it is almost unbelievable. Police and fire 
departments keep responding to more calls setting new 
records every year.  

I want to give you a simple way to understand the breakdown 
of your tax dollars. If you have a tax bill of $1,000, here is how 
it gets dispersed:  

 SCHOOLS* $ 550 
 KENT COUNTY $ 378 
 BYRON TOWNSHIP $ 72 
  $ 1000 

*Schools include approved millage for Byron Public, Kent 
Intermediate, Grand Rapids Community College, and a 
State Education Tax. 

Now, $72 out of $1,000 does not seem like much for Byron 
Township, but the Township collects a lot of those $1,000s. 
With that $72, the Township operates and staffs the 
Township Offices, Community Center, Fire Departments, 
Parks and Cemeteries, and pays the Sheriff’s Department for 
our police protection. Over the last 42 years the Township, in 
partnership with Gaines Township (Gaines owns 50% of the 
Cutlerville Fire Department), has built a new fire station in 
Cutlerville (1979). Byron has built the township offices (1985), 
the Byron fire station (1996), the library (2003), and the 
Community Center (2008). All of these building projects were 
paid for with cash. The Township has always been able to 
save enough over the years to do the necessary building 
projects. 

The next big project is going to be some renovation and 
addition to the township offices. We have run out of room 
because of the township’s growth and the necessity of 
additional staff and equipment needed to run the township. 

Renovations will include the removal and replacement of the 
roof over the main entrance area due to continual leaks and 
ice build-up during the winter. The Township has been 
working on these problems since the building was built, and 

now we are at the point where it is time to fix it. Hopefully, 
we will be ready to start in the spring, so you will see some 
demolition in the front northeast corner with the eventual 
addition of the new office area. 

The previous Boards have been saving money for this 
additional room for the past ten years. We now have all the 
money needed in the bank, plus we received a grant that can 
be used toward this project. So, as always, there are a lot of 
things happening here as we try to keep up with the growth. 

I just wanted to take a few minutes to lay out how your tax 
dollars get divided up, and to inform you on what is going to 
happen with the township offices. 

Thank You for your time. 

“HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL” 

CLERK’S CORNER Peggy Sattler 
The 2020 Census numbers are finally in and as any of you 
would have guessed, our population has made a big leap in 
the last ten years. Our official count in 2010 was 20,317 and 
now we’ve jumped to 26,927!  Our rise in residents brings 
changes to the township in many ways. You can see it in the 
growth of our schools and on our roads as we gain traffic 
lights and multiple lanes. When you open your windows on a 
warm morning, you can hear the sounds of construction 
happening on land that was once used for farming. If you look 
around our downtown, you’ll see a few different shops than 
what were there ten years ago: some we miss and others we 
are excited to have as part of our community. We continue to 
update our Zoning Maps as new developers venture into the 
township with ideas of how to improve the landscape within 
our borders. We’ve also gained a few thousand voters in that 
ten-year span, which becomes the next phase of what is 
called redistricting and after that, reprecincting. In the next 
six months, there will be a lot of media attention drawn to 
these two topics. Our subsequent newsletter will give you 
better direction as we receive guidance from our state and 
county redistricting commissions. I look forward to helping 
you understand how that looks for Byron Township in the 
coming year. 
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FROM THE TREASURER Robin Haaksma 
It’s tax season (again). Are you paying your taxes with bill pay 
through your bank? These payments are still sent through the 
mail the same as if you are sending a check from your home. 
Today the mail system is often taking a week or more to get 
to us. 

Remember that postmarks are not accepted. Your payment 
needs to be at the Township Office by 5pm on February 14 to 
avoid late fees. We recommend scheduling your payment at 
least 15 days prior to the due date. This allows plenty of time 
for your payment to reach us through the mail. 

SCHEDULE EARLY – AVOID LATE FEES! 

FROM THE ASSESSOR Tim Baker 
One word that hasn’t been a factor over the years has been 
something called the Consumer Price Index (CPI) or inflation. 
This directly affects the price of a gallon of milk and the cost 
of your groceries. As you all are aware, prices have increased, 
which is called inflation. It is no surprise that inflation (CPI) is 
going to increase the value of your home. Therefore, your 
taxes are going to increase at a higher rate for 2022 than in 
the previous five years. The average CPI for the last five years 
was proximally 1.7%, and we are projecting CPI for this year 
at 3.3%.  The good news is that Byron Township real estate 
prices are appreciating at a higher rate than inflation, which is 
still giving property owners an excellent value.  

Notices: 
*The Board of Review meeting:  December 14, 2021 
*Personal Property statements will be sent out the end of 
December. 
*Assessment Notices will be sent out in March 2022 

If you have any questions, please call 616-878-6033. 

FROM BUILDING DEPARTMENT Randy Zomerlei 
A lot of people come to our department asking “Do I really 
need a permit for this project?” Depending on the scope of 
the project ~ it is always a good idea to check to see if and 
what permits would be required. Getting the proper permits 
is very important for a few different reasons.  

1. Insurance: If a project is done without a permit and a 
mistake causes property damage, your homeowners 
insurance company can deem you negligent because you 
failed to get a permit and have the work inspected as 
required. The company can therefore deny your claim. 
The cost of a permit outweighs the potential loss of a 
denied insurance claim.  

2. Resale Value: It is not a good idea to buy a home with 
unpermitted work. Without a permit you don’t have the 
assurances that the work was done up to code standards 
and is safe.  Potentially unpermitted projects can run the 
risk of the home selling at a lower price. 

3. Safety of your Family: Permits ensure a job has been 
done up to and according to code. By getting that permit, 
you also get the job inspected, which gives you and your 
family the peace of mind knowing that everything has 
been done correctly, to current code and in a safe 
manner.  

The next time you are thinking of adding that extra bathroom 
or finishing the basement, make sure to inquire about 
permitting and what is needed. We are happy to assist you. 
Our Building/Inspections Team want to do everything 
possible to keep the families of Byron Township safe.  

FROM WATER AND SEWER Marc Faber 
Nationally, the US Post Office has extended the delivery 
timeline of 1st class mail.  This change is evidenced in the 
delivery of water/sewer invoices and the timeliness of 
payments.  Payments past the due date are subject to a late 
payment penalty.  Keep this in mind as you process the 
payments via a personal remittance or bank “bill pay” feature 
(which also comes to us through the mail).  We also can offer 
autopay (ACH) payment, which with your approval, the 
water/sewer invoice is paid on the 20th of the month it is 
due.  

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
 
December:  
13 Township Board 5:30 pm 
20 Planning Commission 7:00 pm 
22 Zoning Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 
24 OFFICES CLOSED 
27 Township Board 5:30 pm 
31 OFFICES CLOSED 
 
January: 
10 Township Board 5:30 pm 
17 Planning Commission  7:00 pm 
24 Township Board 5:30 pm 
26 Zoning Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 
 
February: 
14 Township Board 5:30 pm 
14 TAX DAY                                          DUE BY 5:00 pm 
21 Planning Commission 7:00 pm 
23 Zoning Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 
28 Township Board 5:30 pm 
 
March: 
14 Township Board 5:30 pm  
21 Planning Commission 7:00 pm 
23 Zoning Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 
28 Township Board 5:30 pm 
 

 


